4            PROBLEM OF SOVEREIGNTY
Here is a Eome beyond her citizens, a woman
terrible in the asceticism of her supreme sacrifice.
Clearly the reality of the State's personality is
a compulsion we may not resist. But the habit is
common to other things also. To the American,
New York has a personality no less real than that
of the Republic. To the shipowner, Lloyds is not
the mere sum of its individual underwriters. When
we take any group of people leading a common
life, to whom some kindred purpose may be as-
cribed, we seem to evolve from it a thing, a per-
sonality, that is beyond the personalities of its
constituent parts. For us that personality is real.
Slowly its reality has compelled the law, when
dealing with associations, to abandon the theory
of fiction. A man who looks at the battlefield of
Europe will assuredly not deny that certain per-
sonalities, England, Prance, Germany, are real to
the soldiers who die for them. A man who would
remain cold to an appeal to stand by Englishmen
waxes eloquent over the splendour of England;
from all Englishmen he synthesises a thing greater
than they. Think of the momentous consequences
of such personalising and then ask if we dare
attribute fiction to its nature. 'Our fellowship/
wrote Maitland, 'is no fiction, no symbol, no piece
of the State's machinery, but a living organism
and a real person, with body and members and will
of its own/ If this be true, there are within the
State enough of these monistic entities, club, trade-
union, church, society, town, county, university,